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lecturer [noun] a universiTy worker less menial than an INsTRUCTOR
but highly subservient to his or her UNIVERSITY’S ADMINISTRATION.
Like the INsTRUCTOR, he or she can be tasked with TeacHING
responsibilities, but these, like the LecTurer’'s own person, must
often answer to the strict demands and authority of
ADMINISTRATION (see COMPLIANCE, GRANTS)

lexicographer [noun] a writer of dictionaries, a harmless
drudge (see PLAGIARISM)

liberal 1. [adjective] characterised by generosity or largesse 2.
[adjective] characterised by gormless soft-headedness 3. [noun]
a twisted, child-molesting traitor and granny-basher—you know
who you are (and so do we, friend), so get out of town and take
all your clever ponaLp Trump jokes with you

like 1. [noun] a Facebook icon expressing approval (see cuick,
cLick-8AIT) 2. [verb] to express one’s approval by means of Like (1)

lol [expletive] acronym for laugh out loud, employed to imply a
phantom sense of solidarity and camaraderie among souls
otherwise unconnected except by uike (1) and (2)

love 1. [noun] an excuse for life-failure, as in ‘I did it for love’ 2.
[verb] to LIKE to excess

management [noun] the fine arts of bullying, ass-covering (and
-kissing), rumour-mongering and all-round Machiavellian city-
state governance, combined in one easy-to-use package (see
ADMINISTRATION, METRICS, PERFORMANCE INDICATORS)

metrics [noun] the science of reducing the organic texture of
reality to sequences of numbers for the purpose of evaluating
performance (see PERFORMANCE INDICATORS, SPREADSHEET)

mooc [noun] acronym for massive open online course, a
UNIVERSITY'S means of parting users from considerable moneys at
a distance; where LecTURers go to die

performance indicators [noun] reversed worry-dolls designed
to rob your subordinates of sleep (see MANAGEMENT, METRICS)

plagiarism [noun] see LEXICOGRAPHER

Rupert Murdoch [noun] media mogul, godfather of rake News
(2), owner of rox News, and major avatar of yours truly (how can
a proud daddy not acknowledge his own? see DONALD TRUMP)

spreadsheet [noun] computational software designed to sieve
reality through a fine mesh of number and table (see meTrics,
PERFORMANCE !ND1CATORS)

students [noun] the erstwhile name of a universiTY’s consumers.
The word was once thought to pertain to the practice of ‘study’,
but like ‘consumers’ its primary meanings now refer mostly to
cash-flow issues.

sub-committee [noun] a commiTTeE’s waste-disposal unit

teaching 1. [noun] an inefficient and outdated mode of data
transfer once performed inconsistently by human agents such
as INSTRUCTORS and LECTURERs 2. [noun] the content of TeacHING (1)
delivered by online resources such as moocs 3. [noun] archaic a
mythical ideal transaction between teacher and learner, in
which both examine a subject to their mutual benefit (see also
ACADEMIC, ADMINISTRATION, ASSESSMENT, STUDENTS, UNIVERSITY)

university 1. [noun] archaic a venerable institution evolved from
medieval monasteries and once dedicated to the provision and
fostering of higher learning, critical thinking and civilised values
2. [noun] fuck university (1) for a pathetic joke—treat the word
as synonymous with ‘cash flow” and you’ll never go wrong,

mate. Make dean or vice-chancellor if you push it right.

website [noun] a meeting of ways on the inTerneT designed to
attract and hold attention like the sticky threads on a spider’s
web (see cLick, cLick-sair); commonly mistyped as webstie—think
about it




image1.jpg
A Supplement to Ambrose Bierce’s The Devil’s Dictionary

academic 1. [noun] a dependant of grant commiTTees, tasked
primarily with the management of metrics such as sPrREADSHEET
entry (see ASSESSMENT) and PERFORMANCE INDICATORS (see
ADMINISTRATION, COMPLIANCE, GRANTS) 2. [adjective] used of a pointless
distraction (see ASSESSMENT, LOVE): otiose, supernumerary, as in
‘it’s academic’ or ‘thou whoreson zed, thou unnecessary letter’
(which doesn’t actually use the world acapemic, but it’s such a
good line | couldn’t resist)

administration [noun] the art of running a universiTy as much as
possible like a corporation, with frequent recourse to staff
retrenchment and expense reduction, accompanied by the
charging of the highest fees permitted by law and a helpfully
flexible sense of decency

assessment 1. [noun] an acapemic exercise in which text whose
author did not want to write it, about another text he or she did
not want to read, is examined by an insTructor who does not
want to read it and given a mark that reflects the state of the
INsTRUCTOR’S digestion and his or her department’s requirements
for specific grade distributions, often arbitrated by commiTTee 2.
[noun] the same acapemic exercise performed by stubents who
respond to written questions by filling in numbered circles on
paper that are then read by a computer (thus obviating the need
for any iNsTRucTOR’s involvement), which compares their ratio of
circles filled correctly and incorrectly to establish a mark. This
may be adjusted up or down subsequently, depending on the
INSTRUCTOR’s department’s grade-distribution requirements

balance 1. [noun] an account of your side of any matter 2. [verb]
to shift the bias in an account of any matter from favouring your
opponent’s side to favouring your side (see FAKe NEWS, FOX NEWS,
RUPERT MURDOCH)

click 1. [noun] a unit of personal and economic worth acquired
by projecting an INTERNET presence 2. [verb] to confer such worth
on another by delivering an otherwise arbitrary indication on
that other’s INTERNET site, (see LIKE, LoL and WeBsITE)

click-bait [noun] a promise of exciting or interesting wessite
content, most often false or misleading, extended in the hope of
attracting another ctick

committee [noun] a body whose members meet at intervals to
exchange reports and ensure that nothing really happens and
that any ioeas that might escape any member’s control are
quickly rounded up and dispatched to a sus-comMiTTEE (see
COMPLIANCE, GRANTS)

compliance [noun] the act of acceding to any and all demands
of apminisTRATION and MANAGEMENT, regularly accompanied by
compulsive bouts of belt-tightening, recrimination, plank-
walking and self-inflicted ham-stringing and throat-cutting

corporation [noun] contra Shelley, the unseen legislator of the
world, itself structured to accommodate the most demanding
MANAGEMENT and ADMINISTRATION techniques

Donald Trump [noun] my finest, most carefully considered gift
to the United States of America—you can thank me later in
person (see RUPERT MURDOCH)

fake news 1. [noun] media accounts of world events that do not
reflect your opinion 2. [noun] media accounts of world events
coloured and slanted so as to make one particular political
persuasion’s policies appear natural and inevitable 3. [noun]
anything in or on any media platform that could possibly be
attributed to LIBERAL bias (see FOX NEWS, RUPERT MURDOCH)

Fox News [noun] a major twenty-first-century outlet of rake
NEWS (2)

grants 1. [noun] moneys disbursed by a funding commiTTee,
ostensibly to help acapemic staff pursue their interests, though
often used to promote academics with a natural bent for
preserving the stasis and calm of the commiTTee 2. [noun] a key
PERFORMANCE INDICATOR and measure of acapemic status, frequently
associated with commiTTee membership

ideas [noun] paltry but pesky by-products of hominid brain
function, dreaded most by those who practise the arts of
ADMINISTRATION and MANAGEMENT. Happily, even bad cases of ipeas
can be effectively treated with repeated applications of
COMPLIANCE.

instructor [noun] a junior or menial universiTy worker, similar to
a janitor but commonly employed on far less secure terms (see
LecTURER), who is nominally tasked with teaching stubents, whom
he or she will subsequently have to assess (see ASSESSMENT)

internet [noun] the final wonder of the world, an architecture of
communications technology that speeds lies and corrupt
thought around the globe with more dispatch and better
coverage than my own powers and principalities of the air were
ever able to manage. We're all a bit puffed trying to keep up, to
tell you the truth
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